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Interactive Activity 


Title: Who's in the Room Where it Happens? A Tabletop Exercise in Student Privacy 


Families and teachers everywhere trust Common Sense for expert reviews, objective advice, 
helpful tools, and so much more. Common Sense is the nation's leading nonprofit organization 
dedicated to improving the lives of all kids and families by providing the trustworthy information, 
education, and independent voice they need to thrive in the 21st century. Since 2003, Common 
Sense has been the leading source of entertainment and technology recommendations for 
families and schools. Every day, millions of parents and educators trust Common Sense reviews 
and advice to help them navigate the digital world with their kids. Together with policymakers, 
industry leaders, and global media partners, we're building a digital world that works better for 
all kids, their families, and their communities. 


We launched the Common Sense Privacy Program in 2016 to support a more secure digital 
future for kids. Learn more about the goals of our Privacy Program, and learn more about our 
focus areas and programs at commonsense.org. 


The Common Sense Privacy Program evaluates privacy policies so that parents and teachers 
can make smart choices about the learning tools they use with their children and students, and 
so that schools and districts can participate in improving the technology used in K-12 
classrooms. Today, with the involvement of over 400 schools and districts, we are working in 
collaboration with product developers to bring greater transparency to privacy policies across 
the board. In 2019, we also released our second groundbreaking State of EdTech Privacy 
Report. This report, together with our privacy policy evaluations for popular products, takes a 
crucial step towards understanding what promises companies make about protecting privacy. In 
2020, we've published over 1,000 privacy evaluations available for free to the public on our 
website, easily accessible and searchable. 


Join us for a discussion of how to balance privacy among all of the stakeholders in education: 
students, teachers, parents, administrators, everyone. The discussion will be led by Jill 
Bronfman, Privacy Counsel at Common Sense Media, who daily engages in this quest. Also, 
get a glimpse behind the scenes at Common Sense Media's privacy evaluation process. 


What happens when open education resources interact with data collection, for educational or 
commercial purposes? Let’s get together and run a simulation of what happens when student 
privacy controls break down. Who do we bring together in the IRL or virtual simulation room? 
We'll all play different roles and imagine a timeline, an action plan, and a communication plan. 
Bring your real-life experiences or role-play into one of our examples. Learn what to do and 
what not to do to protect student privacy in a reactive way, and later on, in a proactive way. 
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